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SERMON 
THE PLOUGHERS. 



INTROD UCTION. 

■UGUSTINE BERNHER, Latimer's Swifs 
1 fervant and faithful friend — writing from 
I Southam, on the 2 October 1562, his 
I dedication to the Duchefs of Suffolk, of 
5 collection of Latimer's * Sermons on 
the Lord's Prayer '—gives the following fketch of his 
' moft dear mailer.' 

" How manifold waves was he troubled, toft, and 
turmoyled from poft to piller, by the popiih bifhops? 
whofe handes he could not haue efeaped, if God had 
not moued the kinges maieflies hart (that then was) 

glenry VIII] to alfift him : by whofe abfolute power 
uerfe times he was deliuered from the cruell lyons. 
And although it did pleafe God in proceffe of time to 
fuffer the kinges maieftie to be deluded and circum- 
uented by the fubtile perfwafions of thofe popifh 
byfhops,to eftablifh by lawe fyxe vngodly articles : yet 
thys faythfull feruaunte of Chrill would rather put hys 
owne lyfe in daunger, then forfake or depart from that, 
the which afore moft faithfully he had taught out of 
Gods worde. Wherfore he was contented rather to 
be call into the Tower, and there to looke dayly for 
death, then to be found a wauering reede, or to de- 
ceaue his Prince. For they (fayd he) that do allow 
any thing difagreeing from Gods woord. in rcfpect to 
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fulfill the appetites of princes, are betrayers and 
murfheres of their princes, becaufe they prouoke 
the wrath of God to deftroy fuch princes : and thefe 
flatterers become gilty of the bloud of their princes, 
and are the chief: caufes of their deftructions. Wher- 
fore this faythfull man of God, knowing his prince to 
be deluded by the falfe prieil.es, and being affured the 
things that were allowed, to be contrary to Gods 
word, was ready thus to aduenture his life : at the 
whiche time God mercifully deliuered. him to the 
great comfort of all godly hartes, and Angular comra> 
ditie of his church." 

" Now when he was thus deliuered, did he geuc 
himfelfe vp to the pleafures of the world : to delicatenes 
or idlenes ? No afluredly, but euen then moft of all he 
began to fet forth his plough, and to rill the ground of 
the faythfull meffenger of God, being afrayd of no 
man, telling all degrees their duties lay thfully and truely, 
without refpect of perfons, 01 any kinde of flattery. In 
the which his painfull trauayles, he continued all kyng 
Edwardes tyme, preaching for the moft part euery 
Sunday two Sermons, to the great fhame, confufion, 
and damnation of a great number of our fatbellied 
vnpreachyng prelates. For hee beyng a fore brufed 
ttan, and ftboue three fcore and feuen yeares of age, 
tooke notwithstanding ail thefe paynes in preaching, 
and alfo euery morning, ordinarily, winter and fummer 
iboiii two of the clocke in the morning, he was at his 
booke moft diligently. And befides this, how carefull he 
was lor the preferuation of the Church of God, and for 
the good fucceffe of the Gofpell, they can beare record, 
which at that time were in authoritie, whom continually 
by his letters, lie admonilhed of their duties, and affiiled 
with his godly count'ell." 

This is evidently the teftimony of an Eye-witnefs; 
of one who, from his pofitiou, would have had every 
opportunity of knowing the exadl truth as to Latimer's 
character; and of one, moreover, writing within four- 
teen years of Latimer's refumptzon of public li .';. after 
hi* releafe from the Tower on the acceflion of Ed- 



nrard VI. We may therefore accept it as a true pic- 
ture ; and as fuch, it muil fuffice here for general 
impreffions. 

Not a tithe of Latimer's fermons have come down 
to pofterity. Except when his mouth was clofed by 
authority, he was conllantly preaching. While a 
Roman Catholic and the Crofs-bearer of the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge, he declaimed againfl the new teach 
ing : and from the time of his converlion. he ufed the 
pulpit as no other man had done before in this country. 
He was the greatefl preacher in all England : and 
even in that age of Reformation, when preaching again 
became a power in the earth, there were but very few 
who furpaffed him as an Oral Teacher. Conflantly, 
on every fuitable occafion, Latimer preached. What 
a body of anecdote, farcafm, homely wit, fimple enun- 
ciation of great Truths, and, it mull alfo be added — 
for his emancipation from his earlier beliefs was not 
in all points complete— of great Falfehoods likewife ; 
his entire fermons would have made ! 

Thofe fermons which have come down to us, are 
but diilocated fkeletons of Latimer's impetuous and 
eloquent difcourfes. To Thomas Some— who calls 
himfelf the 'humble and faithful oratour' of the 
Duchefs of Suffolk — and to Auguiline Bernher, we 
are indebted for nine-tenths of the exifting literary 
remains of Latimer ; for which good work, thefe men 
(hould ever be held in grateful remembrance. Thomas 
Some in his dedication — alfo to the Duchefs of Suf. 
folk, who was Latimer's great patronels — of his col- 
lection of " the famous fryday fermons of Mayiler 
Hugh Latimer, which he preached in Lente laft pall, 
before our mod noble king Edward the fyxt, at the 
new Falaice of Weilminfler, the third year of his 
reigne", thus apologizes for the imperfection and in- 
completnefs of his report, or as he himfelf puts it, of 
his ' rude laboure of another mans fwet'; — 

And let no man be greued though it be not fo 
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exacllye done as he did fpeake it, for in very dede I 
am not able fo to do, to write word for word as he 
dyd fpeake, yat paffeth my capacyte though I had. xx. 
mens wittes, and no fewer handes to write with all 
As it is vnpoffible that a litel ryuer fhould receiue ye 
recourfe of ye mayne fea with in his brymmes, fo yat no 
water fhould oner whelme the fides thereof, In lyke 
manner is it more uiilyke my fymple witte to com- 
prehende abfolutly the abundante eloquence and 
leamyng which floweth mod abundantly out of godly 
Latymers mouth." 

It was winter tide. Friday, 18 January 1549. pro- 
bably in the afternoon. The ' Paul's Crofs fermons,' 
which Latimer had preached in the open air from the 
Crofs itfelf twelvemonths ago, and again in the open- 
ing weeks of this year, were on this day transferred to 
the fhelter and cover of the adjoining ' ihrouds ' * 

There the congregation await the arrival of the great 
Preacher : for the rnoft part (landing, as was then the 
cuftom m Divine worlhip. That crowd reprefents 
England in its then tranfition flate. 

As they affemble and wait, their thoughts may have 
wandered backward to the commencement of the 
prefent feries of fermons. At the outfet, they had 
been told, that the Preacher purpofed to declare unto 
them two things; God's feed, and God's fowers. He 
had fhown them already — that the feed to be fown in 
God's plough land, was God's word, to be fown in the 
faithful congregation. (How he had done this we know 
not, the fermons being unhappily loft.) 1 1 needed not for 
himtotellthemwhofhoiUdbethefowers. Manyprobably 
were there, who had heard, in that place, his vigorous 
onflaughts on the clergy, eleven years back; when— he 
himfelf being Biihop of Worcefler — he called them all, 
ftrong thieves ; and then added, that there was not 
enough hemp grown in the kingdom to hang all the 
thieves in England. What would he now fay of the 
fowers ? 



lnfrodufti<m. 

The Preacher — coming from Lambeth Palace, where 
he refides with the Primate — enters the pulpit, 
eyes gaze upon him. What a famous man he 
What a name he is in England ! What had that man 
feen I What had he faid ! What had he done ! Some- 
what may be gathered from the foregoing Chronicle. 
How much, very much more is there unrecorded' 
What a fight had he waged for eight and twenty years 
againft all forms of oppofition, craft, and malignity I 
Through how many examinations and trials had he 
paffed ! How often had he been in prifon ! How 
long a time was he in daily expedlation of immediate 
death by violence and injuftice, it may have been, of 
death by torture 1 Preaching whenever permitted, 
and (landing there, then, ready to preach, under the 
unalterable conviction " that the preachyng of the 
Gofpell would cofl him his lyfe to the which thyrjg he 
did moft cherefully arme and prepare him felfe."* Yet 
there he Hands, ' fore bruifed ' indeed, older far in ap- 
pearance than in age ; yet there he Hands, uncrippled 
and alive. 

What a merry wit he has I What a kind and loving 
heart I How his daily fighting with craft has made 
him a fubtle fpirit I What (kill he has in fence and 
parry 1 How he relifties the telling of a good ftory 1 
Llauntlefs, incorruptible, defpifing wealth, except as 
the inftrument of charity, an emhuliaflic Social Re- 
former as well as a godly Teacher, a lover of the 
People; Hugh Latimer Hands there and expounds 
unto them, who be ' The Ploughers '. 

* Bemhcr- fnikitioo i Oct. ijSi 
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Vecumque Jeripta funt ad nojiram dot- 

trinam fcripta funt.* 

All thinges which are written are 

writen for our erudition and knowledge. 

All thinges that are written in Goddes 

boke, in the Bible boke, in the boke 
of the holy fcripture, are wrytten to be oure doctrine. 

I told you in my firfl fermon honorable audience, ' 
that I purpofed to declare vnto you. ii. thinges. The 
one what fede fhuld be fowen in Gods field, in Goddes 
plough land. And the other who fhould be the 
fowers. That is to fai, what doctrin is to be taught in 
Chriftes church and congregacion,. and what men 
fhoulde be the teachers andypreachers of it. The firfte 
part I haue told you in' thi thre ferraons, pafl in which ; 
I haue affaied to fette furth my plough, to proue what 
I coulde do. And now I (hal tel you who be the 
plowers, for Gods worde is a feede to be fowen in 
Goddes fielde, that is the faithful congregation, and 
the preacher is the fower. And it is in the gofpel. 
Exiuit qui feminat ftminare femen fuum.f He that 
foweth, the hufbandman, the ploughman went furth 
to fowe his feede, Jo that a preacher is referabled to a 
ploughman, as it is in an other place. Nemo admota 
arato manu, et a iirga rtfpicitm aplus eft regno Dei.\ 
No man yat putteth his hand to the plough and loketh 
backe is apte for the kingdom of god. That is to 
fay, let no preacher be negligente in doinge his office. 
Al be it this is one of the places yat hath ben racked, 

* Whits....'™- things were written ! No man, having put hii hand ts 
' m for Ihe kin B d',ni of God —Luke i- 
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as I tolde you of rackynge fcriptures. And I %^ a 
ben one of them my felfe yat hath racked it, I cr 
God raercie for it, and haue bene one of them th 
haue beleued and haue expounded it,Wayn(le re; 
pious perfons that would forfake theyrl ordre whic 
they had profeffed, and woulde go out of their clo] 
fter, whereas in deede it toucheth not monkerie, no 
maketh any/ thyng at all for any fuch matter. But i 
is directlie fpoken of diligente preachyng of the wordi 
of God. For preachynge of the Gofpel is one o 
Goddes plough workes, and the preacher is one o, 
Goddes plough men. Ye may not be offended wyth 
my fimililude : in that I compare preachynge to the 
laboure and worke of ploughinge, and the preacher to 
a ploughman. Ye maye not be offended J"yth. thy 5 
my fimilitude, for I haue ben fclaundred of/fo me per- 
fonnes for fuch thynges. It hath ben fayde of me. 
Oh Latimer, nay as tor hym I wil neuer beleue 
hym whyle I lyue, nor neuer trufle hym, for he 
lykened our bleffed Ladye to a faffrone bagge, 
where in deede I neuer vfed that fimilitude. But it 
was as I haue fayde vnto you before nowe, accordinge 
to that whiche Peter fawe before in the fpirite of pro- 
phefy and fayde that there fhoulde come afterwarde 
men ; Perquos via vcritaiis mahdittis ajficerelur,* there 
mould come feloweslby whom the waye of truth 
Ihould be yll fpoken of and fclaundred. But in cafe 1 
had vfed this fimilitude, it had not bene to be reproued, 
but myght haue bene without reproche. For I might 
haue fayde thus, as the faffrone bagge that hath bene 
full of faffron or hath had faffron in it, doth euer after 
fauoure and fmel of the fwetc faffron that it conteyned : 
fo oure bleffed Ladye which conteyned and bare 
Chrifte in her wombe, dyd euer after refemble the 
maners and vertues of that precious babe which flie 
bare. And what had ourej bleffed Ladie bene the 
worfe for thys? or what diinonour was thys to oure 
bleffed Ladie. But as preachers mull be ware and 

• By reason of » rem the way of truth shall be cvilsptlen of.— 1 Peter ii. 1, 
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circumfpecl yat they geue not any iull occafion to be 
fclaundered and yll fpoken of hy the hearers, fo mud 
not the auditours be offended without caufe. For 
heauen is in the gofpel likened to a mufterde feede. 
It is compared alfo to a piece of leauen, and Chrift 
fayth that at the lad day, he wyl come lyke a tliiefe, 
and what difhonoure is thys io God ? or what deroga- 
tion is thys to heauen. Ye inaye not then, I fay, be 
offended with my fimilitude, for becaufe I lyken 
preachyng to aploughmans laboureand a prelate to a 
ploughman. But now you wyil afke me whom I cal 
a prelate. A prelate is that man, what foeuer he be, 
yat bath a flocke to be taughte of hym, who foeuer 
hath any fpirituall charge in the fayethfull congrega- 
tion, and who fo euer he be that hath cure of foule. 

And wel may the preacher and the ploughman be - 
lykened together. Fyrfle for their labour of all ceafons 
of the yere. For there is nouyme of the yere, in 
whiche the ploughman hath not fome fpeciall worke 
to do, as in my countrey in Leceflre Shire, the ploughe 
man hath a tyme to fet furth and to affaie hys plough, 
and other tymes for other nece flari workes to be done. 
And then they alfo maye be likenede together, for the 
diueriitie of workes and varietie of offices yat they 
haue to do. For as the ploughman firfl fetteth furth 
hys plough and then tilleth hys lande and breaketh it 
, in furroughes, and fometime ridgeth it vp agayne. 
And at an other tyme harroweth it.land clotteth it, 
and fomtyme doungeth it, and hedgeth it, diggeth it, 
and weedeth it, pourgeth and maketh it cleane. So 
the prelate, the preacher hath, mani diuers offices to 
do. He hath fyrft a bufie worke, to bringe his 
parifhioners to a ryght fayth, as Paule calleth it. And 
not to a fwaruinge fayeth, but to a fayeth that em- 
braceth Chriffe, and trufteth to hys merites, a liuely 
fayth, a iuftiliyng fayth, a fayth that maketh a man 
rightuous wythout refpec"te of workes. As ye haue it, 
verie well, declared and fet furth in the Hormlie. He 
hath then 'a bufie worke I fay, to bringe his flocke to a 



to ffirjc. iiif. Sicrmon nf jR. EaliinCT. 

ryght fayth and then to confirme them in the feme 
fayeth, Nowe ca.fl.ynge them downe with the lawe, and 
with threateninges of God for fynne. Nowe ridgynge 
them vp agayne, with the gofpel and with the promifes 
of Gods fauoure. Nowe weedinge them, by tellinge 
them their faultes, and makynge them forfake fynne. 
Nowe clottinge them, by breakynge their dome hertes, 
and by making them Hippie herted, and makyng them 
to haue hertes of flefhe, that is foft hertes, and apte 
jor doiftrine to enter in. Nowe teachinge toj knowe 
God ryghtly, and to knowe theyr duetie to God and to 
theyr neygliboures. Nowe exhorting them when they 
knowe theyr duety, that they do it and be diligente in 
it : fo that they haue a continuall worke to do. Greate is 
theyr bufines, and therfore greate fhoulde be theyre 
hyre. They liaue great laboures, and therfore they 
Ought to haue good liuinges, that they maye como- 
dioufly feade theyr flocke, for the preachynge of the 
worde of God vnto the people is called meate, fcrip- 
ture calleth it meat Not ftrauberies, that come 
but once a yeare and tary not longe, j but are 
(one gone : but it is meat. It is no ' deynties. 
The people mufte haue meate that mufte be 
familier and continuall, and dayly geuen vnto them 
to fede ypon. Many make a ftrauberie of it, mini- 
(Iringe it but once a yeare, but fuch do not th[e] office of 
good prelates. For Chrifte fayeth. 

Quis pulas ejl fentus prudais ti fiddis 1 qui da) 
cibum in tempore.* Who thynke you is a wyfe and 
a faythful feruaunt? He that geueth meat in due 
time. So that he muft at all times conuenient preache 
diligentelie. Therfore fayeth he ? who trowe yoii is 
a faythefull feruaunte ? He fpeaketh it as thoughe it 
were a rare thynge to fynde fuche a one, and as though 
he fhoulde faye, there be but fewe of theym to fynde 
m the world. And howe fewe of them there be 
throughout this realme that geue meate to their flocke 
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as thei mould do : the vifitours can belle tell, 
fewe, to fewe, the more is the pittie, and nei 
fewe as nowe. By thys then it appeareth that a 
prelate or anye that hath cure of foule muft diligentlie 
and subflancially worke and laboure. Therfore [ 
fayeth Paule to Timothe. Qui epifcopatum drfiderat, ' / 
luc bonum opus defiderat.* He that defireth to haue 
th[e] office of a byfliop, or a prelate, that man defyreth 
a good worke. Then if it be good worke, it is worke. 
Ye can make but a worke of it It is Gods worke, 
Gods ploughe, and that plough, God woulde haue 
ftyll going. Suche then as loyter and liue idelly are 
not good prelates or minifters. And of fuche as do 
not preache and teache, nor do not theyr dueties 
God fayth by hys Prophet Hjeremie. Malediftt 
qvifactt opus ddfrauduknter.\ ' Gilefullie or decej 
fully fome bokes have Negiigenitr, negligently 
(lacklie. Howe manye fuch prelates, howe many such 
byfhops, Lorde for thy mercie, are there nowe in 
England ? And what (hall we in thys case do ? S[h]all 
we companie wyth them ? O Lorde for thy mercie 
fhal we not companie with them ? O Lorde whither 
(hall we (lie from them ? But curffed be he that doeth 
the worcke of God negligentli or gilefullie. A foore 
word for them that are neglygent in dyschargeinge 
theyr office, or haue done it fraudulent! ye, for that is 
the thynge that rnaketh the people yll. But true it 
mufl be that Cbrift. fayeth, Multi funt vocati, pa-uci 
vera eUffi,\ Manye are called, but fewe are cliofen. 

Here haue I an occafion by the way fomwhat to 
laye vnto you yea, for the place that I alledged vnto 
you before oute of Hieremy the xlviii. Chapter. And 
it was fpoken of a fpirituall worcke of God, a worke 
that was commaunded to be done, and it was of 
fheddynge bloude and of deflroying the cities of 
Moab. For (sayeth he) curffed be he yat kepeth 

• If | man d«!re ihe office of ■ of the Lou! decHtfuHyr-Jer. xlvCii. 
hhhop, he desired) b good work. — 10. 

* Cuncd be he that doclh the wwk chosen.— M in. nH t. 
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backe hys f worde frome fheddyoge of bloud.* As 
Saule when hi kepte backe the fworde from fhedding 
of bloude.at what tyme he was fent agaynfl AmaJech, 
was refuted of God for beinge difobedienl to Goddes 
commaundementes, in that he spared Agag ye kyng. 
So that, that place of ye prophet was fpoken of them 
that wente to the diftru&ion of the cityes of Moab, 
amonge the which there was one called Nebo, whyche 
was rauche reproued for idolatrie. fuperfticion, pryde, 
auarice, crueltie, tiranny, and for hardenes of herte, 
and for thefe finnes was plaged of God and deflroyed. 
Nowe what fhall we (ave of thefe ryche citizens of 
London ? \Vha/ fhall I faye of them ? shal I cal them 
proude men of (London, malicious men of London, 
mercyleffe men of London, No, no, I may not faie 
fo, they wil be offended wyth me than. Yet mull I 
fpeake. For is there not reygning in London, as much 
pride, as much coueteoufnes, as much crueltie, as much 
oppriffion, as much fuperfticion. as was in Nebo ? Yes, 
I thynke and muche more to. Therfote I faye, repente 
O London. Repent, repente. Thou hearefte thy 
fauiles tolde the, amend them amend them. I thinke 
if Nebo had had the preachynge yat thou hade : they 
wold haue conuerted. And you rulers and officers 
be wife and circumfpect, loke to your charge and fee 
you do your dueties and rather be gbd to amend your 
yll liuyng then to be angrye when you are warned or 
tolde of your faulte. What a do was there made in 
London at a certein man becaufe he fayd, and in dede 
at that time on a iuft caufe.S. BurgelTes quod he, nay 
butterflies. Lorde what a do there was for yat worde. 
And yet would God they were no worfe then butterflies. 
flyes do but theyre nature, the butterflye is not 
pufe, is not gredye of other mens goodes, is not 
enuy and hatered, is not malicious, is not cruel, 
raercilefle. The butterflye gloriethe not in hyr 
dedes, nor preferreth the tradicions of men before 
worde; it committeth not idolatry nor wor- 
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be rebuked fuche is the nature of man. If they be 
prycked, they wyll kycke. If they be rubbed on the 
gale : they wil wynce. But yet they wyll not amende 
theyr fauites, they wyl not be yl fpoken of. But howe 
fhal I fpeake well of them. If you could be contente 
to receyue and folowe the worde of god and fauoure 
good preachers, if you coulde beare to be toulde of 
youre fauites, if you coulde amende when you heare of 
them : if you woulde be gladde to refonne that is a 
mine : if I mighte fe anie fuche inclinadon in you, 
that leaue to be mercileffe and begynne to be chary- 
table I would then hope wel of you, I woulde then 
fpeake well of you. But London was neuer fo yll 
it is now. In tymes pall men were full of pytie ant 
compaffion but nowe there is no pitie, for in Londoi 
their brother fhal die in the flreetes for colde, he (hall 
lye fycke at theyr doore betivene ftocke and ftocke. 
can not tel what to call it, and perylhe there for hunger, 
was there any more vnmercifulnes in Nebo ? I thynke 
not . In tymes pafle when any ryche man dyed in 
London, they were wonte tohealp the pore fcholersoi 
the vniuerfitye wyth exhibition. When any man dyed, 
they woulde bequeth greate fummes of money toward? 
the releue of the pore. When I was a fcholer in Cara- 
brydge my felfe, I harde verye good reporte of London 
and knewe manie that had releue of the rytche men o( 
London, but nowe I can heare no fuch good reporte, 
and yet I inquyre of it, and herken for it, but nowe 
charitie is waxed colde. none helpeth the fcholer nor 
yet the pore. And in thofe dayes what dyd they whan 
they helped the fcholers ? Mary they maynteyned and 
gaue them liuvnges that were verye papifis and pro- 
feffed the popes doctrine and nowe that the knowledge 
of Gods word is brought to lyght, and many earnes- 
telye (ludye and laboure to fet it forth now almofl no 
man healpeth to maynteyne them. Oh London 
London, repente repente, for I thynke God is more 
tJifpleafed wyth London then euer he was with the 
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citie of Nebo. Repente therfore repent London and 
remembre that the iame God liueth nowe yat punyflied 
Nebo, euen the lame god and none other, and he wyl 
punyfhe fynne as we!l nowe as he dyd then, and he will 
punifhe the inid/iitie of London as well as he did then 
of Nebo. Amende therfore and ye that be prelates loke 
well to your office, for right prelatynge is bufye labour- 
ynge and not lordyng. Therfore preache and teach and 
letvour ploughe be doynge.yelordes I faye that Hue lyke 
loyferers, loke well to your office, the ploughe is your 
office andcharge. If you lyue idle andloyter,youdonot 
your duetie, you folowe not youre vocation, let your 
plough therfore be troing and not ceafe, that the ground 
maye brynge foorth fruite. But nowe me thynketh I 
heare one faye vnto me, wotte you what you fay ? Is 
it a worcke ? Is it a labour? how then hath it hap- 
pened yat we haue had fo manye hundred yeares fa 
many vnpreachinge prelates, lording loyterers and idle 
miniflers ? Ye woulde haue me here to make anfwere 
and to fliowe the caufe thereof. Naythys land is not 
forme to ploughe, it is to flonye, to thorni, tohardefor 
me to plough. They haue fo many thynges yat make 
for them, fo many things to laye for them felues that it 
is not for my weake teame to plough them. They 
haue to lay for them felues longe cuftomes Cerimonyes, 
and authoritie, placyng in parliamente and many 
thynges more. And I feare me thys lande is not yet 
rype to be ploughed. For as the faying is, it lacketh 
wethering this greare lacketh wetheringe at leafle way 
it is not for me to ploughe. For what fhall I loke for 
amonge thomes but prickyng and fcrachinge ? what 
among flones but ftumblyng ? What (I had almoft 
fayed) among ferpenttes but flingyng ? But thys muche 
I dare fay, that fence lording and loytrying hath come 
vp, preaching hath come downe contrarie to the Apof- 
tells times. For they preached and lorded not. And 
nowe they lorde and preache not 

For they that be lordes wyll yll go to plough. It is 
no mete office for them. It is not femyng for their ftate. 
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Thus came vp lordyng loyterers. Thus crept in vn- 
prechinge prelates, and fo haue they longe continued. 

For howe many vnleamed prelates haue we now at 
this day ? And no meruel. For if ye plough men 
yat now be, were made lordes they would e cleane gyue 
ouer ploughinge, they woulde leaue of theyr labour and 
fall to lordyng outright, and let the plough (land. And 
then bothe ploughed not walkyng nothyng ihoulde be in 
the common weale but hanger. For euer fence the 
Prelates were made Loordes and nobles, the ploughe 
ftandeth, there is no works done, the people fterue. 

Thei hauke, thei hunt, thei card, they dyce, they 
paflyme in theyr prelacies with galaunte gentlemen, 
with theyr daunfinge minyons, and with theyr frefhe 
companions, fo that ploughinge is fet a fyde. And by 
the lordinge and loytryng, preachynge and ploughinge 
is cleane gone. And thus if the plougbemen of the 
countrey, were as negligentein theyr office, as prelates 
be, we Ihoulde not longe lyue for lacke of fullinaunce. 
And as it is neceifarie for to haue thys ploughinge for 
the fuftentacion of the bodye : fo mufte we haue alfo 
the other for the fatisfaclion of the foule, or elles we 
canne not lyue longe goftly. For as the bodie wafteth 
and confumeth awaye for lacke of bodily meate : fo 
doeth the foule pyne a way for default of godly meate. 
But there be two kyndes of inclofynge to lette or 
hinder boeth thefe kyndes of plougheinge. The one is 
an inclofinge to let or hinder ye bodily ploughynge, 
and the other to lette or hynder the holiday ploughyng, 
the church ploughinge. The bodylye plougheyng, is 
taken in and enclofed thorowe fingulare commoditie. 
For what man wyll lette goe or deminifhe hys priuate 
commoditie for a commune welth ? and who wyll fus- 
teyne any damage for the refpecle of a publique com- 
moditie ? The other plough alfo no man is diligent 
to fette forward, nor no man wyll herken to it, but to 
hinder and let it, al mennes eares are open, yea and a 
greatemeanyofthiskynde of ploughmen which are very 
bufie and woulde ferae to be verie good worckmen. I 
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the gofpel. and lyoe nothyng 
(bent, and haue bene conuer<aunt wyth fome 
I knowe (hem, and I fpeake it wyth an heat _ 
there is as litle charitye and good liuinge in them as i 
any other, accordyng to that which Chrifle fayed in die 
Gofpel to the greate numbre of people that folowed hym, 
as thoughe they had had an eamefle zeale to his doc- 
trine, wher as in deede they had it not. Xm qui '.i-iiftis 
figna,fai quia (omediflh dt panibus.* Ye folowe me 
(feyth he) not becaufe ye haue feene the fygnes and 
myrades that I haue done, but becaufe ye haue 
eaten the breade and refrefhed your bodyes. There- 
fore you folowe me, fo that I thynke manye one 
nowe a dayea profefieth the gofpel for the Ivuynge 
fake, not for the loue they beare to gods word. But 
they that wil be true ploughmen mufle worke faytb- 
fullye for Goddes fake, for the edifiynge of theyr bre- 
theme. And as diligentelye as the hufband man 
plougheth for the fuflentacion of the bodye : fo dili- 
gently mufle the prelates and miniflers labour for the 
fedinge of the foule : boeth the ploughes mufle flyll 
be doynge, as moofle neceffarye for man. And where- 
fore are magiflrates ordayned, but that the tranquillttie 
of the commune weale maye be confirmed limiting 
both ploughes. 

But nowe for the defaulte of vnpreaching prelates 
me thinke I couldegeffe what myghte be fayed for ex- 
cufynge of them : They are fo troubeled wyth 
Lordelye,lyuynge,tbeybe fo placed in jjalacies, couched 
in courtes, ruffelynge tn they? rentes, daunceyhge in 
theyr dominions, burdened with amjjaflages, pamper- 
ynge oHheyr pancries lyke a monke that jnaketh his 
Juliilie, n^ounchynge in their mgungers, and rnfiylynge 
in their gaye manoures and msnfions, and fo troubeled 
wyth loyterynge in theyr Lprdelhyppes : that theycanne 
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not attende it They are otherw)'fe occupyed, fomme 
in the Kynges matters, fome are ambalfadoures, fome 
of the pryuie counfell, fome to furnyfhe the courte, 
fome are LoTtles of the Parliamente, fome are prefi- 
dentes, and fome comptroleres of myntes. Well, well. 

Is thys theyr duetye ? Is thys theyr offyce ? Is 
thys theyr callyng? mould we haue miniflers of the 
church to be comptrollers of the myntes ? Is thys a 
meete office for a prieile that hath cure of foules ? Is 
this hys charge? I would e here aike one queflion 
I would fayne knowe who comptrolleth the deuyll a 
home at his parifhe, whyle he comptrolleth the mynte ? 
If the Apoftles mighte not leaue the office of preaching 
to be deacons, (hall one leaue it for myntyng ? 

I can not tell you, but the fayinge is, that fince 
priefts haue bene minters, money hath bene wourfe 
then it was before. And theyfaye that the euylnes 01 
money hath made all thinges dearer. And in thys be- 
halfe I mud fpeake to England. 

Heare my contrey England, as Panic fayed 
firfie epirtle to the Cor. vi Chap, for Paule was no lit 
tynge bilhoppe, but a walkinge and a preachynge 
byffiop. But when he wente from them, he lefte there 
behind hym the ploughe goynge fly 11, for he wrotte 
vnto them and rebuked them for goynge to lawe and 
pleadynge theyr caufes before heathen Judges, is there, 
(fayeth he) vtterlye amonge you no wyfe raanne, to be 
an aibitratoure in matters of Judgement ? What ? not 
one all that canne iudge betwene brother and brother? 
But one brother go to lawe wyth an other, and that 
vnder heathen Judges? Conflituite contcmptos qui 
funt in eccltfia: et ceU* Appoynte them Judges that 
are mooft abiecte, and vyle in the congregation, 
whyche he fpeaketh in rebukynge them for (fayth he) 
Ad trubefcmciiim veftram dUo,\ I fpeake it to youre 
fhame. So England I fpeake it to thy fhame. Is 
there neuer a noble man lo be a Lorde prefident, bul 

\ them to judge who art least t t Apeak to your sh 
ted tn ihe chuith. — v. 4. 
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it murte be a prelate? Is there neuer a wyfe man in- 
the realme to be a comptroller of the minte? I 
fpeake it to your fhame, I fpeake it to youre (hame. 
Yf there be neuer a wyfe man, make a water bearer, 
a tinker, a cobler, a flaue, a page, comptroller of the 
inynte. Make a meane gentylman, a groome, a yeo- 
man, make a poore begger Lorde prefident : Thus I 
fpeake not that I would haue it fo, but to your lliame. 
Yf there be neuer a gentleman meete nor able to be 
Lorde prefidente. For whye are not the noble men 
.and yong gentlemen of England fo brought vp in 
knoweledge of God and in leamynge that they maye 
be able to execute offices in the commune weale ? 
The Kynge hath a greate meanye of wardes and I 
Irowe there is a courte of wardes, why is there not 
a fchole for the wardes, as well as there is a courte for 
their landes? Whye are they not fet in fcholes, where 
they maye learne ? Or why are they not fent to the 
vniy£riities, that they maye be able to feme the kyng 
when they come to age ? Yf the wardes and yonge 
gentlemen were well brought vp in leamyng and in the 
knowledge of God, they woulde not when they come 
to age, fo much geue them felues to other vanities. 

Andifthenobilitiebewel trayned in godly learnynge. 
the people would folowe ye fame traine. For truly 
fuch as the noble men be, fuche wyll the people be. 
And nowe the onely -caufe, why noble men be not 
made Lord prefidentes, is becaufe they haue not bene 
brought vp in Ieaminge : Therefore for the loue of 
God, appoynte teachers and f[c]holem aiders, you that 
haue charge of youth, and giue the teachers ilipendes 
worthy their paynes, that they maye brynge them yp 
in grammer, in Logike, in rethorike, in Philofophe, in 
in the ciuile lawe, and in that whicbe I can not leaue 
vnfpoken of, the word of God. Thankes be vnto God 
the nobilitie, other wyfe is verie well broughte vp in 
learninge and godlines, to the great ioye and comfort 
of England, fo that there is nowe good hope in the 
youth, that we fhal an other day haue a flourifbinge 
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commoa welth, confidering theyr godly education. Yea, 
and there be al ready noble men ynough {though not 
fo many as Iwoulde wilhe) able to be Lorde prefidentes, 
and wyfe men ynough, for the mynte. And as 
vnmeete a thynge it is for byfhoppes to be Lorde pre- 
fidentes or prieftes to be mynters, as it was for the 
Corrhinthians to pleade matters of variaunce before 
heathen Judges. It is alfo a fclaunder to the noble 
men,asthoughe they lacked wyfedome, and leamingeto 
be able for fuche offices, or elles were no men of con- 
fciences, or elles were not meete to be truffed, and 
able for fuche offices : And a prelate hath a charge 
and cure other wyfe, and therfore he can not dlf- 
charge his dutie, and be a Lorde prefident to. For a 
prefidentfhippe requireth a whole man, and a byfhoppe 
can not be two roenne. A bifhoppe hath his 
office, a flocke to teache, to loke vnto, and therfore 
he can not meddle wyth an other office, which 
alone requireth a whole man. He mould therfore 
gyue it ouer to whome it is meete, and laboure 
in his owne bu0nes, as Paule writeth to the 
ThefTalonians. Lette euerie man do his owne bufmes, 
and folow his callying.* Let the prieil preache, and 
the noble men handle the temporal matters. Moyfes 
was a memelous man, a good man. Moyfes was a 
wonderful felowe, and dyd his dutie being a maried 
man. We lacke fuche as Moyfes was. Well, I woulde 
al men woulde loke to their dutie, as God hath called 
them, and then we fhoulde haue a norilhyng chriftian 
commune \>eale. And nowe I would atke a flraung - 
queflion. Who is the moll diligent bifhoppe and pre- 
late in al England, that paffeth al the refte in doinge 
his office 1 can tel, for I knowe him, who it is I knowe 
hym welL But nowe I thynke I fe you lyfting and 
hearkening, that I ihoulde name him. There is one 
that paffeth al the other, and is the moil diligent pre- 
late and preacher in al England. And w[y]l ye knowe . 
who it is? I wyl tel you. It is the Deuyl. He is 
the mode dyligent preacher of al other, he is neuer 
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of good doctrine as Sathan is, to fowe cockel and 
darnel. And this is the deuilylhe ploughinge, the 
which worcketh to haue thinges in lat'ne, and letteth 
the fruteful edification. But here fome man will faic 
to ine, what fir are ye fo priuie of the deuils counfelt 
that ye know al this to be true ? Trull I know him to 
wel, and haue obeyed him a little to much in conde- 
fce[n]tinge to fome follies. And I knowe him as other 
men do, yea, that he is euer occupied and euer bufie 
in folowinge his plough. I know bi faint Petei 
which faieth of him. Sicut leo rugiens circuit querent 
quern deugret* He goeth aboute Ijke a roaringe 
!yon feekynge whome he maye deuoure. I woulde 
haue thys texte wel vewed and examined euerye 
worde of it. Circuit, he goeth aboute in euerye corner 
of his dioces. He goeth on vifitacion daylye. He 
leaueth no place of hys cure vnuifited. He walketh 
round aboute from place to place and ceafeth not, 
Sicut leo, as a Lyon that is flrongly, boldly, and 
proudlye ilraytelye and fierce lye with haute lookes, 
wyth hys proude countenaunces, wyth hys (lately 
braggynges. Jiupens, roaringe, for he letteth not 
flippe any occafion to fpeake or to roare out when he 
feeth his tyme. Querent, he goeth about feekyng and 
not fleepyng, as oure bifhoppes do, but he feketh dili- 
gently, he fearcheth diligently al corners, wheras he may 
haue his pray, he roueth abrode in eueri place of his 
dioces, he ftandeth not Jlyl, he is neuer at refte, but 
euer in hande wyth his plough that it may go forwarde. 
But there was neuer fhuuh a preacher in England as he 
is. Whoisable to tel his diiigente preachyng? whiche 
euery daye and euery houre laboreth to fowe cockel 
and darnel, that he may bryng oute of forme and out 
of efliraation and roume, th[e]inftitution of the Lordea 
fupper and Chrifles croffe, for there he loft his ryghte, 
for Chrifte faied. Nunc iudiciutn ejl mnmH, princeps 
fcculi hiijiis ciicirfur foras,\ clfiatt exaltauit Moifesfer- 

* As z roaring lion, willteth about, t Now is the judgment nf this 

seeking whom he may devour. — world nnw shall the prince of this 
.8. world beast out— Juhniii. 31. 
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deserlo, it a exaltari oportet filium hominis,* 
a cum exaltatus fuero, a terra, omnia traham ad uteip- 
fum.f Nowe is the iudgemente of thys worlde and 
the Prynce of thys worlde mail be cafte oute. And 
as Moyfes dyd lyfte vp the ferpente in the wyldemeffe, 
fo mufte the fonne of raanne be lyfte vp. And when 
I (hall be lyfte vp from the earthe, I wyl drawe all 
thinges vnto my felfe. For the Deuyll was dyfapoynted 
of hys purpofe, for he thoughte all to be hys owne, 

And when he had once broughte Chrifte to the 
croffe, he thought all cocke fure. But there lofte he 
all his reygning, for Chriil faied Omnia iraham ad 
tnetpfum. I wyll drawe all thynges to my felfe. He 
meaneth drawynge of mans foule to faluacion. And 
that he fayde he woulde do per femetipfum, by his owne 
felfe, not by anye other bodyes (acrifice. He ment by 
his own (acrifice on the croffe wheare he offred him 
felfe for the redemption of mankynd, and not the fac- 
rifice of the maffe to be offered by an other. For who 
can offer him but him felfe ? He was boeth the offerer 
and the offeryng. And thys is the pricke, thys is the 
jiarke at the ivhyche the Deuyll fhooteth, to euacuate 
the croffe of Chryfle and to mingle the mftitucion of 
the Loordes (upper, the whiche although he canne not 
btynge to pafle : yet he goeth aboute bi his Oeyghtes 
and fubtyle meanes, to fruftrate the fame, and thefe 
fyftene hundreth yeres he hath bene a doar, onelye 
purpotmge to euacuate Chriftes death, and to make it 
of fmal efficacitie and vertue. 

For where as Chrifte accordyng as the ferpent was 
lyfte vp in wyldemes : fo woulde he hym felf to be 
exalted, that thereby as manye as trufted in hym, 
fhoulde haue faluition. But the deuyl would none of 
that They would haue vs faued by a daily oblation 
propitiatorie, by a lacrifice expiatorie, or remifibrie. 

Nowe if I ihotilde preache in the contrye amonge 

up the lef* t An,! I. if I be lifted up nun th 
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Yet for them yat be vnleamed I wyll expounde it Pro- 
pitiatorie, expiatorie, remiflbrie, or fatiffaclorie, for 
tliey fignifie all one thynge in effec~le, and is nothinge 
elles but a thynge whereby to obteyne remiffion of 
fynnes, and to haue faluacion. And thys waye the 
Deuyll vfed to euacuate the death of Chryfle, that we 
myght haue affyaunce in other thynges. As in the 
daylye facrifice of the priefle, where as Chryfle woulde 
haue vs to trufte in his onelye facrifice. So he was 
Agnus oca/us ab erigim muniH* the lambe that hath 
bene flayne frome the beginnynge of the worlde, and 
therefore he is called lugcfacrificium.^ A continuall 
facrifice, and not for the continuaunce of the MafTe as 
the blaunchers haue blaunched it, and wrefled it. 
And as I my felfe dyd once myflake it. But Paule 
fay th, Per femctipfum purgatio faBa, J by hym felfe and 
by none other, Chryfle made purgacion and fatisfaction 
for the whole worlde. Woulde Chryfle this woorde (by 
him felfe} hadde bene better weyghed and looked 
vpon, and In fancriftmtionem, to make them holye, for 
he is, lugtfacrifirium, a continuall facrifice, in effeele, 
fruite and operation, that lyke as they whiche feinge 
the ferpente hange vp in the deferte were put in re- 
membrance of Chrifles death, in whome as many as 
beleued were faued : fo all men that trailed in the 
death of Chryfle fhall be (aued, as well they that were 
before, as they that came after. For he was a con- 
tinuall Sacrifyce, as I fayed in effeele, fruite, operacion 
and vertue. As thoughe he had frome the begynnyng 
of the world and continually fhould to the worldes 
ende hange flyll on the croffe, and he is as frefhe 
hangynge on the croffe now to them that beleue and 
trufte in hym, as he was fiftene hundreth yeares a go 
"len he was crucyfied, then lette vs trufte vpon hys 

cU- X When he had by himself purged 
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But as for oure redemption, it is done alredie, it can 
not be better. Chrifle hath done that thynge fo well, 
that it can not be amended. It can not be deuifed 
howe to make that, any better then he hath done it. 
But the Deuyl by the healpe of that Italian Bilhop 
yonder, his chaplayne : hath labored by al meanes, 
that he myghte, to fruftrate the death of Chrifle and 
the merites of his paffion. And they haue deuifed 
for that purpofe to make vs beleue in other vayne 
thynges by his pardons, as to haue remiffion of fmnes 
Tor praiynge on hallowed beades, for drynkyng of the 
bakehoufe bole, as a channon of Waltam Abbey, once 
tolde me, that when foeuer they putte theyr loues 
of breade into the ouen, as manie as drancke of the 
pardon boll fhould haue pardon for drynckynge of it. 
A madde thynge to geue pardon to a bolle. Then to 
Pope Alexanders holie water to hallowed belles, palmes, 
candelles, afilies, and what not ? 

And of thefe thynges euery one hath taken awaye 
fome parte of Chrifi.es fan edification. Euerie one hath 
robbed fome parte of Chrifi.es paffion and croffe, and 
hathe mingeld Chrifles death, and hath bene made to 
be propitiatorie and fatiffactorie, and to put awaye 
Gnne. Yea and Alexanders holie water yet at thys 
day remayneth in Englande, and is vfed for a remedye 
atrainfle fpirites, and to chafe awaye deuylles, yea and I 
woulde thys had bene the worfte. I woulde thys were 
the worfte. But wo worth the, O Deuyll that hafte 
riremyled to euacuate Chrift.es croffe and to mingle 
the lordes fupper. Thefe be the Italian bilhoppes 
deuices, and the diuyll hath prycked at thys marke to 
fruftrate the croffe of Chrifle, he fiiotte at thys marke 
longe before Chrifle came, he (hotte at thys prycke 
foure thoufonde yeres before Chrift, hanged on the 
croffe, or fuffered his paffion. 

For the brafen ferpente, was fet vp in the wyldemes 
to put men in remembrance of Chnft.es commyng, 
that lyke as they whiche behelde the brafen ferpente 
were healed of their bodilie difeafes : lo they that loked 
fpiritually vpon Chrifle that was to come in hym 
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the fame with all other ryke abates in rbe cbarche !j 
mare be reformed eafefie. It b bat a Erie ibese (fare f 
they; and it maye be eafcly amended. Btot it riboside % 
not be taken in hande at the firA lor fare of trouble, j 
or farther mcoooenieiices. The people wyfl not beare i 
fbdayne alterations, an inmrrectkm maye be made f 
after (bdayne imitation, which maye be to the greate 
harrne arid lofie of the realme. Therefore al thynges 
fhal be wel, but not out of hand, for fcare of farther 
bufynes. Thefe be the blanchers yat hitherto haue 
flopped the worde of god, and hyndered ye true fetting 
rbrth of ye lame. There be fo manie put offes, fo 
many put byes, fo many refpe&es, and coniiderarions - 
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of worldly wifedome. And I dout not but there were 
blanchers in the olde time to whifper in the eare of 
good kynge Ezechias for the mayntenaunce of Idolatrte 
done to the brafen ferpent, afwel as tliere bath ben 
now of late, and be now that can blanche the abufe 
of Images and other lyke thynges. But good kynge 
Ezechias would e not be fo blinded, he was like to 
Apollos, feruent in fpirite. He woulde gyue no eare 
to the blanchers, he was not moued wyth thefe worldlie 
refpecr.es, with thefe" prudente considerations, wyth 
thefe policies, he feared not indirections of the people. 
He feared not lefle his people woulde not beare the 
glorie of God : but be (without any of thefe refpecies, 
or policies, or c on fi derations, lyke a good kynge for 
goddes fake, and for conference fake) by and by 
plucked downe the brafen ferpente, and deftroyed it 
vtterly, and beate it to pouder. He out of hande, dyd 
calle downe all Images, he deftroied al Idolatrie, and 
clearly dyd extirpate all fuperdition. He would not 
heare thefe blanchers and worldly wife men. but with- 
out delay, fotoweth gods caufe and deflroyeth al 
Idolatrie out of hande. Thus dyd good kyng Ezechias, 
for he was lyke Apollofs], feruent in fpirite, and diligente 
to promote goddes glorie.* And good hope there is 
that it fhall be lykewyfe here in Englande, for the 
Kynges maieflie is fo brought vp in knowledge, vertue 
and godlines, that it is not to be miflrufted, but that 
we fhall haue all thynges well, and that the glorie of God 
fhall be fpred abrode thorowout all partes of the realme, 
if the prelates wil diligently apply their plough and be 
preachers, rather then Lordes, but oure blanchers, 
whiche wyll be Lordes, and no labourers, when they 
are commaunded to go and be refidente vpon their 
cures, and preache in their benefices, they would faye. 
What, I haue fette a deputie there. I haue a deputie 
that loketh well to my flocke, and the whiche fhall dis- 
charge my dutie. A deputi quod he. I loked for 



that worde all thys whyle. And what a deputie 
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:owe ye ? Euen one lyke him felfe, it mufte 



be a cannonifte, that is to (aye, one that is brocghte 
vp in the ftudie of the Popes lawes and decrees. One 
that wyl fet forth papiflrie afwel as him felfe wyll do, and 
one that wyl mayntayne al fuperftition Idolatrie. 

And one that wyll nothynge at all, or els verie 
weakly refifl the deuyles plough, yea happie it is if he 
take not parte wyth the deuyfi, and where he (houlde 
be an enemy to him, it is wel if he take not the Deuilles 
parte agaynfte Chrifte. Bat in the meane tyme the 
Prelates take theyr pleafures. They are Lordes and 
no labourers, but the Deuill is diligente at his ploughe, 
He is no vnpreachynge prelate. He is no Lordelie 
loyterer from his cure, but a bune ploughe man, fo that 
amonge all the prelates, and amonge al the packe of 
them that haue cure the Deuil (hall go for my money. 
For he (lyl applyeth his bufynes. Therfore ye vn- 
preachynge prelates, learne of the deuill to be diligent 
in doing of your office. Learne of the deuill. And if 
you wyl not learne of God nor good man : for (hame 
learne of the deuill. Ad embefcentiam veftarm duo.* 
I fpeake it for your (hame. If you wyll not learne of 
god nor good man to be diligent in your office, learne 
of the deuill. Howe be it there is nowe verie good 
hoope that the Kynges maieflie beinge by the healpe of 
good gouernaunce of his moofte honourable counfay- 
lours, he is trayned and broughte vp in learnynge and 
knowledge of Goddes word wil (hortlyprouidea reme- 
dye and fet an ordre here in, which thyng that it may 
fo be, lette vs praye for hym, 
Praye for hym good peo- 
ple, praye for hym, ye 
haue great caufe, 
and neede to 
praye for 
hym 



(.-.) 



FINIS. 

• I speak to your shame. — I Cor. v*. 9. 
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